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 Maundy Thursday Agape Meal 

April 17, 2025 
   

THE WORD OF GOD 
                                                                    

Presider Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; 
People His mercy endures forever. 
 

The Collect of the Day                          
 

 Presider  The Lord be with you 
 People         And also with you. 
 Presider  Let us pray. 
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully 
in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a 
pledge of eternal life; and who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Blessing over the bread 
 

Baruch atah adonai eloheinu melech ha olam, ha motzi lehem min ha'aretz. 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You bring forth bread from the 
earth;  and on this night, you have given us the Bread of Life in the Body of your Son 
Jesus Christ.  As grain scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, so gather 
your Church in every place into the kingdom of your Son. To you be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing over the wine 
 

Baruch atah adonai eloheinu melech ha olam; borei pri hagafen. 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe. You create the fruit of the vine;  
and on this night you have refreshed us with the cup of salvation in the Blood of your 
Son Jesus Christ.  Glory to you for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Blessing over the food 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe.  You have blessed the earth to 
being forth food to satisfy our hunger.  Let this food strengthen us in the fast that is 
before us, that following our Savior in the way of the cross, we may come to the joy of 
his resurrection.  For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, now and for 
ever.  Amen. 
 

 



The First Lesson:  Exodus 12:1-14 
 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for 
you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the 
whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb 
for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole 
lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in 
proportion to the number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, 
a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it 
until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of 
Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the 
two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb 
that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and 
bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with 
its head, legs, and inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; 
anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: 
your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you 
shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of 
Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 
human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am 
the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see 
the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land 
of Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a 
festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual 
ordinance. 
                   

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 116:1, 10-17 
 

1  I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
 

10  How shall I repay the Lord * for all the good things he has done for me? 
 

11   I will lift up the cup of salvation * and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
 

12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * in the presence of all his people. 
 

13 Precious in the sight of the Lord * is the death of his servants. 
 

14 O Lord, I am your servant; * I am your servant and the child of your          
 handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds. 
 

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *  
 and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
 

16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * in the presence of all his people, 
 

17 In the courts of the Lord’s house, * in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 



The Second Lesson:  1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In 
the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as 
you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
             

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel:  John 13:1-17, 31b-35                 

Presider  The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he 
loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of 
Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 
got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then 
he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them 
with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I 
am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my 
feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter 
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to 
him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely 
clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; 
for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he 
said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord--
and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, 
that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not 
greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If 
you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. “Now the Son of Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will 
also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you 
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 
`Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love 
one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”       

Presider  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



 
Meditation                 Michael Fenn, Seminarian 
 
Prayers and Intercessions 
 
The Peace 
Presider  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
We will move to the sanctuary for foot washing and communion followed by the stripping of the altar.  
Please wait to clear and clean up from dinner until the service ends. 
 
Footwashing 

 
Anthem at the Footwashing  Where charity and love prevail               
                             Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1592 

 
Offertory Hymn #315  Thou, who at thy first Eucharist did pray                 SONG 1 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

The Presider continues, concluding with: 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
 

The Sanctus  S-124 
 

 



The Presider continues to give thanks, and invites all to join in  
The Memorial Acclamation   
 

Presider  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
The Presider continues praying, concluding with 
Presider All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever. 
All  AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                
  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
      hallowed be thy Name,  

     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
     on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.   
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us.   
 And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory,  
     for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread    The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 
Agnus Dei S-161 

  



Anthem at Communion 
 What wondrous love is this              Southern Harmony (1835) 
   
 

All who seek to receive Christ in the sacrament of this meal are welcome to partake of the bread and wine. Please come to the 
altar up the center aisle and return to your pew down the side aisles. You are welcome to receive both the bread and the wine, 
bread only, or a blessing. To receive the bread, stand or kneel at the altar rail and the priest will place the host in your hands. 
The wine is available either from the common cup, or in individually pre-packaged containers on small tables at either end of 
the altar rail. To receive the wine from the pre-packaged cup, open the foil seal at the top of the container, drink the wine, and 
place the empty cup into the basket. 
 

Procession to Altar of Repose 
 

The Postcommunion Prayer     Please stand as able.         
 Presider Let us pray. 
 People Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
   you have graciously accepted us as living members 
   of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
   and you have fed us with spiritual food 
   in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
   Send us now into the world in peace, 
   and grant us strength and courage 
   to love and serve you 
   with gladness and singleness of heart; 
   through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Stripping of the Altar 
 

Psalm 22 sung by the choir 
 

The service ends in silence as the sanctuary is prepared for Good Friday. There is no 
blessing or dismissal. You are welcome to remain in silent prayer for as long as you would 
like. 
 

Ministers Serving Today: 
The Rev. Greg Johnston, Officiant 

Douglas Witte, Organist and Choir Director 
Michael Fenn, Seminarian 

Jen DiManno and John Quinn, Readers 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, April 18 at 7pm 
Good Friday Liturgy 

 
Saturday, April 19 at 12pm 

Liturgy of the Word for Holy Saturday 
 

Saturday, April 19 at 7pm 
The Great Vigil of Easter 

 
Sunday, April 20 at 10am 

Easter Eucharist followed by festive Coffee Hour 
and Easter Egg Hunt! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
27 Devens Street, Charlestown, MA  02129 

617-242-1272  |   stjohns02129@gmail.com  |  www.stjohns02129.org 
The Rev. Gregory Johnston, Rector 

Mr. Douglas Witte, Organist and Choirmaster 
Nancy Savage, Godly Play Teacher 

 Ms. Priscilla Burns, Parish Administrator 
Mr. Brian O’Neill, Sexton 

Mr. Simon Ringrose and Mr. Matt Hast, Wardens   


